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Bull Spring Fire Salvage
Supplemental Information to Decision Record for the Roaming

Salvage Environmental Assessment 

(EA # OR014-96-04)

Introduction
In early August of 2001, the Indian Springs Fire started on private land and burned approximately 2,500

acres before containment.   Approximately 120 acres of BLM land burned in the Bull Springs area which

includ ed ab out 80-90  acre s of m erch anta ble tim ber a nd 20 -30 a cres  of pla ntatio n tree s.   Approx ima tely

90% of the merchantable timber and plantation trees were killed in the fire.

Site Specific Information

Threatened and Endangered Species

< Northern Spotted Owls - The proposed treatment area is on the east side of the resource area

and is ou tside the b ounda ry defined in th e North west Fo rest Plan  for northe rn spotte d owl hab itat.

< Bald Eagles - No known nest sites occur in the area.  All potential habitat has been burned.

< Lost River and short nose suckers  - The proposed treatment would not impact habitat for the

suckers because:

1)  There are no perennial or fish bearing streams in the proposed treatment area, and;

2)  The Lost River is about 7 miles, at its closet point, from the proposed project area, and;

3)  No direct drainages lead from the proposed project area to the Lost River, and;

The KFRA senior biologist has made a site specific “No Affect” determination for the proposed

Bull Spring s Fire Sa lvage for a ll T&E sp ecies.  

Survey and Manage Species

< The Bull Spring Fire Salvage area is outside the Northwest Forest Plan boundary that requires

com pliance w ith the new  Reco rd of De cision for S urvey and  Mana ge Spe cies. 

Cultural Surveys 

< Cultural surveys were completed in the area.  A single cultural site was located in the area.

Cultural protection and management procedures outlined in the EA will be followed.

Riparian Reserves

< A single spring is located in the area; Bull Springs.  Three water troughs have been placed near

the spring  for w ildlife p urpo ses . The re are  no pe renn ial or in term ittent s tream s in the ana lysis

area.  T he draw  where th e old road  is located h as bee n classified  as eph eme ral.   

Vegetation

< Vegetation consisted primarily of mixed aged ponderosa pine and scattered white fir.   Based

upon the post burn examination, there was a high percentage of shrub component consisting of

man zanita, m ountain m ahoga ny, and wild p lum an d cherry.  T here wa s almo st com plete

consu mption  of the forb  and sh rub com ponen t and ove r 80%  morta lity of the conifer s.   
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Proposed Treatments And Mitigating Measures
On August 23, 2001, the Klamath Falls Resource Area (KFRA) Interdisciplinary Team toured the burned

area.  The following proposals, resource impacts, and mitigating measures were addressed:

< Harvest  the m erch anta ble tim ber a s soon as  poss ible to  redu ce the spr ead  of blu esta in

and  loss in  value  of the  timb er to a llow fo r refo resta tion (p lanting) ne xt sp ring.  A ll

commercial forest lands within the 120 acres are part of the eastside Matrix land use

allocation.

< Gras s seed  the existing  road thro ugh the d raw and  50+ fee t each s ide of the d raw with

native seed and regreen to reduce potential sedimentation

< Fall/p lace  resid ual sn ags  and/or sla sh alo ng the con tour,  partic ularly in  the m ain sk id

trails,  to reduce potential erosion.

< Protect the spring site with a no-harvest buffer.  No tree removal within the existing fenced

site would occur.

< Avoid yarding in the undisturbed portions of the draw next to the road.

< Retain, at a minimum,  2 snags per acre; at least one snag greater than 16" DBH and one

snag a t least 12" D BH.  

< Survey an d protec t any cultural s ites. 

< Either permanently or seasonally block the existing road through the draw.  Further

analysis needs to be done to determine impact to adjacent landowners if the road is to be

permanently blocked.  In the meantime, the existing road will be used for salvage

operations and the road will remain open for public access.  Some measures will be taken

to reduce erosion on the roads including using water bars, water blocks, eliminating

roadsid e berm s, and s lash plac eme nt.  

< Use a “slash-buster” to knock down and break-up the residual dead brush in the

plantation area that would inhibit planting next spring.  Approximately 30 acres would be

“slash-busted” to prepare sites for planting.

< Plant and possibly tube the entire area in the spring of 2002.

NEPA Compliance

The KFRA Interdisciplinary Team recommended using the existing Roaming Salvage Environmental

Assessment that analyzes the impact of removing both scattered and concentrated salvage material

scattered through the entire KFRA.  The Decision Record for the Roaming Salvage EA  was signed on

May 21, 1 996.  Th is EA an alyzed the im pacts o f: 

< salvage and thinning harvests involving up to five timber sales,

< treatments continuing for up to five years,

< the salvage and thinning harvests of up to 15 MMBF.

The Roaming Salvage Environmental Assessment analyzed the direct, indirect, and cumulative impacts of

salvaging  both con centrate d (prim arily windthrow ) mor tality and scatte red m ortality that often o ccurs w ith

incidenta l insect outb reaks .  Approx imately 13  MMB F of tim ber has  been ha rvested  in five timbe r sales to

date  (W est R om e 1, Lowe r Spe nce r Salv age , W est R om e II, SK B Sa lvage , and  STH  Salva ge).  T his

proposed action has the same objectives as the original EA, but is outside the time period (five years) and

num ber of sa les (five) as  specified  in the EA, F inding O f No Sign ificant Im pact, and  Decision  Reco rd. 

This supplemental information document analyzes the site-specific impacts associated with the harvesting

and site prep treatments of the burne d Bull Springs area.   The impac ts of the proposed treatme nt above

are the same as those already analyzed in the Roaming Salvage EA.  The proposals and mitigating

measures listed above address the site-specific concerns and impacts for the Bull Springs Fire Salvage

propos al.    

Conclusion
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This project is consistent with the initial Roaming Salvage Decision Record, which is consistent with the

goals and objectives of the:

• Final Klamath Falls Resource Area Resource Management Plan (RMP) and its Record of

Decisio n (June  1995). 

• Klam ath Fa lls Reso urce A rea F ire Ma nag em ent E A (O R-01 4-94-0 9) 

• Klam ath Fa lls Reso urce A rea Integ rated W eed  Con trol Plan E A (O R-01 4-93-0 9).

• Interior Columbia Basin Final Environmental Impact Statement / December 2000

The Interior Columbia Basin Final Environmental Impact Statement - Proposed Decision (ICBEMP - FEIS)

was published in December of 2000.  Alternative S2 was selected as the preferred alternative.  No official

direction has been given to the agencies in regards to incorporating that decision into the individual land

use plans (RMPs) for the administrative units.  The proposed Bull Spring Fire Salvage removal will not

preclude implementing the Proposed Decision of ICBEMP.

I have determined that neither a change to the Roaming Salvage Environmental Assessment (EA) nor the

Finding of No Significant Impact (FO NSI) is necessary.  The existing Roaming Salvage EA addresses

harvesting scattered salvage throughout the KFRA.  There will be no substantial changes to the action as

propos ed in the E A with the e xception  on how  the salvag e is sold.  T he Ro amin g Salvag e EA re fers to

using a “hot cruise” method for selling the salvage.  A certain portion of the timber is marked prior to the

sale.  Upon implementing the sale, additional timber is added up to a certain threshold.  In the case of the

Bull Springs Fire Salvage, an adjacent and existing timber sale contract would be modified to include the

burnt timber, so removal could be expedited.  The proposed treatment is within the scope of the

alternatives identified in the EA and the environmental impacts are within those analyzed in the Roaming

Salvage EA.  There are no significant new circumstances or facts relevant to the environmental concerns

and bearing on the modification to the proposed action or its impacts which were not addressed in the EA.

__________________________________________ _______________

Ter i  A.  Raml (Date)

Klamath Fa lls  Resource Area Manager


